My dear parishioners,

“If any one of you is ill, he should send for
the elders of the church, and they must
anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord
and pray over him. The prayer of faith will
save the sick man and the Lord will raise
him up again, and if he has committed any
sins, he will be forgiven (James 5:14-15).”

The Catholic Church professes
and teaches that the Sacred
Anointing of the Sick is one of the
seven Sacraments of the New
Testament, that it was instituted by
Christ and recommended and
promulgated to the faithful by St.
James.

St. Matthew’s Cathedral will
celebrate a Mass for the Anointing
of the Sick on Saturday, February
11 at 12:10pm. For those who
would like to receive this sacrament, please complete the
form below and mail or bring it to the Rectory. You may
also call the Rectory at 202-347-3215 to register. As this
sacrament is a sacrament of healing with the sacrament of
penance, those who are to receive anointing may wish to
go to confession in the week prior to the Mass.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Rev. Monsignor W. Ronald Jameson

Rector
REGISTRATION FOR
MASS FOR THE
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11,
12:10PM
(Name)
(Phone number)
(Address) |
(Email address)

Anointing of the Sick I:
The Mystery of Illness

We get hurt. We wear out. The lungs, the eyes, the
memory, and any of the many limbs and organs
that compose us break or ache. Gloom comes over
us then: pity for ourselves, sorrow, depression,
anger. But hope can come, too, and courage, and
sometimes peace.

All of this is marked and celebrated in the rites of
our tradition. With a word and a deed, with touch
and breath and spit and mud, Jesus heals those
who ail. In every place and time, we who are the
church remember and tell stories of healing, anoint
the sick with oil and share the one bread even with
those who cannot assemble for Mass. Thus the
sick and the healthy, the homebound and the spry,
saints and sinners are made one and remain one, a
single body of many parts.

Anyone who is seriously ill can be anointed,
including the elderly who become weaker, even if
no illness is present; those waiting for surgery
when a serious condition is the reason for the
operation; sick children who have sufficient use of
reason to be helped by the celebration; and those
who are unconscious or who have lost the use of
reason, provided that they probably would have
asked for the sacrament had they the use of their
faculties. Furthermore, many forms of mental
illness are now known to be serious. So the
mentally ill may be anointed, provided that they
will be helped and not harmed by the rite. If you
have questions, consult a priest or other parish
leader.

The most complete celebration of the sacrament is
a communal one, a celebration in which those to
be anointed are surrounded and supported by other
members of the Christian community, whether at
home, or in the house of the church (for those who
can leave their beds and come here). In song and
in silence, with scriptures and prayers, we
strengthen the bonds of love and faith that are
stronger than the most lethal disease and more
powerful even than death.
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