
Sunday, Jul 23, 2023
God’s kind of justice
Our exercise of justice can be remarkably heartless. Too often we
confuse justice with judgment, imagining justice is only served by
lowering the boom on the offending party. The writer of the book of
Wisdom describes God's justice as both mighty and clement: that
is, powerful and merciful at the same time. Among the loveliest
recommendations in the Old Testament is this: "Those who are
just must be kind." Written 50 years before the time of Jesus,
Wisdom demonstrates why Jesus came to heal, forgive, and
rescue—not destroy, condemn, and disown. Make kindness your
partner in justice.

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
TODAY'S READINGS: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19; Romans 8:26-27;
Matthew 13:24-43 (106). “And you taught your people, by these
deeds, that those who are just must be kind.”

Monday, Jul 24, 2023
Unburden yourself
With so many things to do, places to go, and people to see, how
could the average busy person these days possibly relate to
contemplative hermits? Maybe the holy example of hermits, like
Sharbel Makhlūf, is exactly what our hectic times need to help us
detach from all that consumes us. This 19th-century Lebanese
saint was a shepherd-turned-priest who later became a monk and
then a hermit. After his death, miracles were attributed to his
intercession. At his beatification in 1965, Pope Paul VI said: “May
he make us understand, in a world largely fascinated by wealth
and comfort, the paramount value of poverty, penance and
asceticism, to liberate the soul in its ascent to God.”

MEMORIAL OF SHARBEL MAKHLŪF, PRIEST
TODAY'S READINGS: Exodus 14:5-18; Matthew 12:38-42 (395). “She
came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon.”

Tuesday, Jul 25, 2023
Walk this way
Annually an estimated 350,000 pilgrims walk the Camino de
Santiago—the Way of Saint James. The Camino has a series of
medieval routes, but the French Way is most popular. On foot it
takes 30 days, crossing foothills of the Pyrenees and many fields,
towns, and villages before traversing Galicia. Each route leads to
the city of Santiago de Compostela with its magnificent cathedral,
believed to be the final resting place of Saint James the Greater,
who brought Christianity to Spain. Pope Callixtus II declared in
1122: “The city of Compostela, through the support of Blessed
James, has been made sacred for the faithful and a help for those
coming to it." Visit the American Pilgrims website to be inspired.

FEAST OF JAMES, APOSTLE
TODAY'S READINGS: 2 Corinthians 4:7-15; Matthew 20:20-28 (605).
"The Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve."

Wednesday, Jul 26, 2023
Honor your ancestors
Though we only know of Joachim and Anne from early Christian
writings, not biblical texts, it is logical to give a place of prominence
to those who, after all, were Jesus’ grandparents. It is said they
struggled greatly to give birth until God, seeing their holiness,
granted them the supreme privilege of parenting Mary, the mother

of God. In the Orthodox Church of America, they carry a title of
great respect: Holy Ancestors of God. Think of the sacrifices your
own grandparents likely made in raising your parents. Let your life
honor them.

MEMORIAL OF JOACHIM AND ANNE, PARENTS OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
TODAY'S READINGS: Exodus 16:1-5, 9-15; Matthew 13:1-9 (397). “And
he spoke to them at length in parables.”

Thursday, Jul 27, 2023
Help build a church with a conscience
Many Catholics take for granted the existence of a robust Catholic
social service network. But back in the early 20th century, that was
not the case. Poverty was common and social work was emerging
as a profession. The social-concerns encyclical Rerum Novarum
(1891) and Father William J. Kerby, co-founder of what became
Catholic Charities USA, were two important influences that helped
develop social consciousness among U.S. Catholics. Thanks to
Kerby, who died on this date in 1936, and other activists and
thinkers, the American church now includes many anti-poverty
efforts. What can you do to further this critical social legacy?

TODAY'S READINGS: Exodus 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20b; Matthew 13:10-17
(398). “Prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see
but did not see it.”

Friday, Jul 28, 2023
Blessed are those who hear the word
Blessed Charlie Stanley Rother is on the path to sainthood, a
surprise for many who knew him as a rather shy and grumpy lad.
Stanley grew up in Oklahoma. He was skilled at farming and could
fix practically anything. He also felt called to the priesthood. After
ordination, another calling came, this time, to go to Guatemala.
There, Stanley used his gifts as he lived and worked among the
people. With them, he too faced the terror of the raging
Guatemalan civil war. He was martyred on July 28, 1981. Befriend
Blessed Stanley and ask him to accompany you as you listen for
God’s calling.

TODAY'S READINGS: Exodus 20:1-17; Matthew 13:18-23 (399). “The
seed sown on rich soil is the one who hears the word and
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred or sixty
or thirtyfold.”

Saturday, Jul 29, 2023
Even the savior of the world needs friends
Martha, Mary, and Lazarus held a privileged place in Jesus’ heart.
As a wandering preacher who had “no place to lay his head,”
Jesus knew he always had a place to call home in visiting his
three dear friends. Each gifted him in a special way, as the 2021
decree combining their veneration from the Congregation for
Divine Worship and Sacraments points out: “Martha generously
offered him hospitality, Mary listened attentively to his words, and
Lazarus promptly emerged from the tomb at the command of the
one who humiliated death.” Cherish and nurture your dearest
friendships; they are a treasure through thick and thin.

MEMORIAL OF MARTHA, MARY, AND LAZARUS, FRIENDS OF
JESUS
TODAY'S READINGS: Exodus 24:3-8 (400); John 11:19-27 or Luke
10:38-42 (607). “Many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary
to comfort them about their brother [Lazarus, who had died].”
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